
Dead End For Auto Dealers? 
By CAROLYN STEEVES 

CHARLOlTE - S.lam~n ... '110 once boasIed lbout 
sellin, it<: 10 E.,ki ..... are rtndin, ~I in Ibne louih 
limn---awi<ed by hi&/! pi prites, li,lnu lcndin, 
~trictions and uviJ, instead of spmdilll-Ihoir ules 
are frozen. 

A.uoc'alion .... id. MNO! jusl the fi"l pan ofllli, year, btll 
il" .. bttn huning since aboul lUI AugUSl I lIlink. And 
:trguobly. the pasl Ill • ..., or four mm(hs ha,·. been (1M: 
wo,,1 t1o-eJ in the recorded hi$lory of the c" industry,~ 

11K: car Minns lias bem hunint UId it 'l boom h..,­
ing """ .. for IIOIrIC line.- Jim Edwlrd:s. cxCC'IIIivt din<> 
tor of !he Carolinas J~ndent AUiomobile o..l~ 

Edv."rtb _cd that four IV Ii>.., ynrs aao then: "-eJII 

roughl)' 10.000 licensed IlJIomobiJe deaIen in Nonil 
Carolina, boIh inokpmdml"'" fnrxbisc. Now then: on: 

Sac.u.s,,_ , 

Cars 
COMl1MU!D nOM un 1 

roughly 6,400 dealen ....... car mart.et 
haa .. ken. '011 on de.I .... ,w Edw"", 
said. 

l e. lie Vander Baan, owner of 
A",ornot;, -o C"",i&nmenl. h s $«" the 
marht s low do .... , but d"" 10 11K: mllu", 
of he, l:>uJi""n, il hasn't afT«<:ted her u 
badly. "In I .... ings ecooomy." she t.aid, 
"we are fOrlUnale 10 be i, In ;ndu~lry 
wile", " .. ., ~rvice (hose w~_o are looking 
10) sa,"c." 

Vander Baan uid she II fortunate to 
ha"e a flexible business model lI~t is 
already gelmd toward "Ying people 
_yo WI ,hink. in , • ..., .. 1, people OK 
simply holding On 10 Iheir ,-chicles 
longcr,W V .. mlcr II,..., noIcd. "'1loa..'1 • 
good poo1ion ofttlt' public .. '1.0 ha"e (he 
fttling of "'aI'I!ing 10 " ... il il out a li!de 
Ionge._~ 

COS II)' ll ybrld J 
Some dri"en an: IndiR, in lhei. 

nud, .. IV SUVs fIV hybrid Ind eledrk 
~ar$, ..... i~h utilize banmes Ind rdy leu 
1)11 gasoline, thou&h lhen: is usuoUy • 
fuel ~om ........ nl. "The Web . ile Cars.COOl 
recemly Inckcd !IM: number of hybrid 
-",arches on their Silt in \be SO largesl 
markon in the eounuy. Cltarlol1e came 
in 121h. making up 3.131 ~ml of 
",archn fIV new ~ybrids on Can.com 
and RaleighlJ)urham ""as righl behind 
willl 3.098 "".cent. 

According!o Erick Wicklund. gene.· 
al manage. of Town . nd C~unuy ToyOia 
in Charlon •. Ihoy have S2 Prius hybrid 

can on order r1&h1 now. Wicklund said 
lhal Ihey """'II)' ~.v. around I~ can 
<kli""red a monlh. "" it silould ta"e 
around four mood", (0 give those people 
Cars. He .~ plaine<l lbal lhe can are still 
ddi,·e.ed f. om lapin. lIloogh Toy"'. i. 
con".ning one Ind, planl 10 a Prius 
planl and huilding ""Olhe. Priu. plam in 
Al aha", • . 

Vande. Baan nOled Ih.1 Ihey very 
rarely 'l<e ""oplc "'>tiling hybrids, 

Edwards no(ed thaI a hybrid ca. can 
cOSt 5 10.000 more Ihan a fou.·doo. 
",dan. Mlf you're buying il pure ly (IV Ihe 

sake of beinllll=n. 1M God bless you. 
If you're buying i! pul'Cly for Ih. sake of 
.... ina _y. th.:n if. probably not a 
SItIItI mo~e.~ he f,lid. 

Y,r,ckhmd noted. \hilt • car like the 
CamHI i. bKornitl inc.usingly popu_ 
lat. it al"" aeu good JH milullc ROd is 
around $ 10,000 I<ss lhan (1M: Prius. a 
hybrid C ... 

Chlnging FUlUre 

While some remain ~ful and say 
Ihll Ihe m.rktl will lurn around. 
Ed ...... d. i. not so ""imislic. 

He noted. thaI ... m~ and m~ 
buon<. SO i"l0 (."....,1<> ....... and more 

propk file for bv*rup1c)'. they ~mlcr 
lhe b;,d credil uni ... .....,M and 1\:1,.., 10 go 
10 lhe . ubprime markC'!. (hus pushing up 
lhei. inle",o( .. Ies. 

Edwards .150 "",nled O\lllh.1 pwple 
lradinll in lru~ks orSUV, for more fuel· 

~m~icol Cars ufte n .od up wilh negali"e 
«Iui!y, The markel v~lue for Ihe large. 

cars has dropped and <kale .. Meither 

don'l wanl il in their inventory, or iflhey 
wanl il~ lhey btly i! al maybe half price. 

Thus. ptOpl. are drivina '''''y .... psi"'" 
dowo." mc .. inglhey o"'e more on their 
fuel...,mcienl elr than it i. wonh. 

He worm. Ihal (he"" people will end 
up >'olum"';ly repoue .. ing lhei. cars, 
realizing lhat il wa, 1\01 q coS\...,tTcct"'. 
as Ihey II\<)U&ll!. 

Wi cklund said Ihll Toyot. has 
Slopped pro<uclion on ""'oc of ilS trucks 
and SUV •. He noted \hilt he can't get 
enough srna!l..- caB . nd he can'l """n 
10 gct rid uf lhe larger 0I"0CS. TO)'QII i$ 

also coming OUI "'ilh sp«ial finane'n, 
offers and OIhcr money-savina promo­
lions. 

Vande. Bun lItinb there could be an 
upsurge. Sho notod Ilt.at if JoIJOODOe i. 
Iool<ing 10 I>:oy. car, now i. the lime 10 

do il bca ..... they are s.lashina prices. 
She noted !luI her bw:iness iJ ~ron""'le 

thaI we currmd y ha~c and will conlin..., 
I<> find .... )'1 10 he "'1 .... anI IO I~ CUS' 

lomen '.iho ore lighlming up (hei. WIll . 
let.~ 

Ed" ... ds >geed. thai the bu5ir>esses 
who ....... i"c lIti, are the one " '1\<) are 
changing . u.!egiu lAd ..tapli/li 10 lhe 
new market <ondiliU/II. 

MH" •• II. <hanainll dynam i(: .. .tikt !he 
old saying I~I if you !Ion'1 chango or 
a<lap! you di •. M 

carolyn SI""""" 10 I Illtt ",.I!e, to, 
The Madde<buII nm.. [ ,mall her .t 
caroi)fl.Sl_Omed<tlmes.oom. 


